A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
large force of 40,000 men; they had command of the sea and
could land where they willed. Not heeding the advice of their
competent military allies in Europe to direct the force towards
the shores of Napoleonic Germany, where a reaction against the
power of the Emperor was beginning, the force was sent under
the incompetent Lord Chatham, Pitt's elder brother, the son
and heir of the great statesman of the last generation, to the
island of Walcheren, at the mouth of the Scheldt.
Before winter the expedition was a disastrous failure, and not
only a disastrous failure, but actually not undertaken until its
success would have been futile; for the force did not sail at all
until three weeks after Wagram! Before Christmas half of it
was out of action through disease. The French had no need
to attack; the remainder had to be withdrawn on December 23,
and Portland and Canning resigned.
A new Ministry was formed under the nominal headship of
Perceval, with Lord Liverpool at the War Office, and the entry of
Palmerston into prominence as his Under-Secretary; while "the
brother of Wellington took over Foreign Affairs. But the names
of the individuals among the English gentry who succeed each
other in these political combinations are of no great significance;
the fate of England was to be decided by the issue of the war,
and that issue would end in the victory or failure of the Revolu-
tion in arms on the continent of Europe.
The Worst of the Strain. The two full years 1810 and 1811
and up to the early summer of 1812 were a period during which
hostilities halted with everything for the future in favour of
Napoleon, and the final victory of the Revolutionary scheme—a
renovated and victoriously united Europe. The strain of the
Continental blockade became increasingly serious for England,
Although the average tonnage for export was kept up and even
increased, the suffering imposed upon the swelling industrial
population was terrible, and grew more and more severe. Raw
materials were doubling and trebling in price, wheat had more
than doubled in the last months of this period, and the insurance
against the capture of English ships by foreign privateers had so
risen that £50,000 was charged in an extreme case for a vessel
of 100 tons burden on a voyage of no more than across the
Narrows of the Channel, from the Thames and back. Less than
half a dozen years before average insurance had run from six
guineas upward; in 1811 insurance for the Baltic trade was £18
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